
 
 

March 29, 2021 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION  
 
The Honorable Martin J. Walsh 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Labor 
200 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20210 
 
Dear Secretary Walsh, 
 

As the Ranking Members of the Appropriations Subcommittee and authorizing Committee that oversee the 
Department of Labor, we are writing today to request further information on the more than $2 billion in funding 
provided to the Department in the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2.  As such law did not require 
that any detailed expenditure plan or periodic obligations reports are shared with Congress, we are concerned that the 
Department has the ability to spend such funds unchecked, making it unduly difficult for Congress to perform its duty 
of providing much needed oversight.  
  

In an effort for our Committees of jurisdiction to provide appropriate oversight of the Department’s spending, 
we request that the Department provide a spend plan and periodic obligations reports of the funds made available by 
the American Rescue Plan Act.  As the responsibility to provide oversight of these funds spans Committees’ 
jurisdiction, we request that both the spend plan and obligation reports be submitted to the Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee and the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

 
Further, we request spend plans of the funds made available by the American Rescue Plan Act to be updated 

and submitted every 60 days until funds are expended, and obligations reports of such funds to be updated and 
submitted weekly.  Obligations should be tracked separately from obligations of funds provided to the Department 
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, as funding in the American Rescue Plan Act does 
not entirely align in same appropriations accounts.  
 

Finally, we would appreciate that requested obligation reports are accompanied by information on actual 
expenditures of funding.  To provide appropriate oversight, it is imperative that the Committees have transparency 
over the rate by which the Department is spending the funds provided through the American Rescue Plan Act.  
 

We appreciate your assistance with this matter. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Roy Blunt        Richard Burr 
Ranking Member       Ranking Member 
Labor, Health and Human Services,     Health, Education,  
  Education and Related Agencies         Labor and Pensions 
  Appropriations Subcommittee        Committee 


